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gap to be bridged over. Ail the available evidence
on the point is collected, with great care and com-
pleteness, by Professor Garbe, in his just published
Sdnkhya Philosophic, a bo.ok which will, I hope, soon
be translated into English. And on weighing all
the evidence it seems to me that the only conclusion
to be rightly drawn is that, though there is no evi-
dence that Kapila was the real author of the whole
Sankhya philosophy, there were; before the time of
the Buddha, isolated thinkers, of whose words we
have no trace, who elaborated views similar to those
out of which the Sankhya was eventually developed.

For what do we find ? There is ample evidence
even in the books of the orthodox body of Brahman
teachers to show that when Buddhism arose there
was not only much discussion of the ultimate prob-
lems of life, and a keen interest in the result, but
also that there was a quite unusually open field for
all sorts of speculations. In no other age and
country do we find so universally diffused among
all classes of the people so earnest a spirit of en-
quiry, so impartial and deep a respect for all who
posed as teachers, however contradictory their doc-
trines might be.

It is true that the orthodox books are filled with
the orthodox view. But this is only quite natural.
How very little of precise and accurate information